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Commentary

ASSESSOR MARKS AND COMMENTS (ENGLISH) 

Comparative study 

CS03 Western genre (Not given on the black slate)  

Chosen film 1 Red River (1948) 

Chosen film 2 No Country For Old Men (2007)

Topics Evolution of the Western (Not given on black slate - assumed from title)

Criterion A Task components (12) Mark 6/12

Comments

There is a strong list of relevant sources of appropriate breadth and depth.  There is a 
justification for the choice of films, but it is brief and does not really come to grips with either 
the film focus or the topic of the comparative study in much detail.  A strong list of relevant 
sources is given but there is little in the way of reference to them in the comparative study 
itself.  The student does demonstrate an adequate knowledge of the task components, but 
there is little reference to the cultural context of the work.

Criterion B Comparing and contrasting (12) Mark 7/12

Comments

Overall the student successfully explains how the films connect to each other and (though 
perhaps less convincingly) the chosen topic.  The definition of the classic Western is quite 
broad and a strong argument could be made that some of the films - THE GOOD, THE BAD, 
AND THE UGLY for instance (and perhaps even THE SEARCHERS) - are not entirely accurate.  
The ‘Modern Western’ is not defined.  Though there are accurate observations regarding 
similarities and differences, at times there is too much discussion of the characterization and 
other elements in terms of the narrative.  The strongest comparison is in the conclusion of 
the study.  There is little use of material from the list of sources, which might have helped 
to develop a broader critical perspective.  The comparative study is well supported with 
accurate film vocabulary. 

Criterion C Assembling the comparative study (8) Mark 8/8

Comments

The use of clips is imaginative, doing a strong job of developing the audio commentary 
with diverse examples that help to build the argument.  Techniques such as split-screen to 
show the use of desert imagery in Western films work extremely well.  While there may be 
a few clips that run a bit longer than necessary, overall the work is excellent.  There is equal 
consideration given between the two films.  
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Commentary

General 
commentary 

The black slate presented gives only the titles of the two 
films without the area of film focus or topic clearly stated.    
Completing it in the form given in the guide would probably 
have helped the student to focus on the elements - especially 
cultural context - to a greater degree.  The commentary 
loses track in its discussion of the narrative, sometimes more 
is described than is related to the topic.  There is never a 
compelling case made that NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN is 
actually a Western (it shares elements of the Noir for instance) 
and much of the comparison and contrast could be more 
strongly justified in terms of relating to the Western if the 
case had been convincingly made.   The conclusion that the 
‘modern Western film’ is considerably more ‘realistic’ is not 
convincing overall - particularly in terms of considering what 
other films might be considered “Modern” Westerns (there 
were examples of classic Westerns given in the work . . . so 
why not a balance?)  Ideas like the fact that NO COUNTRY FOR 
OLD MEN is a response to the over-romanticized elements 
of Red River could have been supported by research into the 
filmmakers’ intent and not just presented as speculation.

Total

Mark
21/32


