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Commentary

ASSESSOR MARKS AND COMMENTS (ENGLISH) 

Comparative study 
CS04 Camera Techniques and Mise en scene 

Chosen film 1 Psycho (1960)  

Chosen film 2 The Dark Knight (2008) 

Topics How Directors were able to characterize villains in different time periods.

Criterion A Task components (12) Mark 3/12

Comments

Some reference works are cited but they are limited - 4 overall.  They are relevant but fairly 
general in nature.  The area of Film Focus is not from the list in the guide and is general- 
“Camera Techniques and Mise en Scene,” although the genre ‘psychological thriller is 
mentioned in the study itself without much elaboration, and arguably is only partially 
relevant as a genre for these two films.   The topic: “How directors were able to characterize 
villains in different time periods” is broad and could be narrowed.  The overall work is 
simplistic in terms of knowledge.  (It would be helpful if different time periods were actually 
the central discussion in what follows in the study and not shot by shot discussion.)  Most 
significant, there is no explicit justification of the choice of films, task components, cultural 
context, or topic which are simply listed with no explanation of why they have been chosen. 

Criterion B Comparing and contrasting (12) Mark 5/12

Comments

There is a lot of discussion of narrative overall and often ideas - such as Hitchcock choosing 
to film in black and white - are not well-substantiated by historical or filmic evidence.  Overall 
the work is adequate but underdeveloped, especially in terms of the student’s stated focus.  
Ideas about violence in 1960’s movies and the choice of Marion as a victim may be generally 
true, but are not developed convincingly. Ideas such as ‘more big cities’ existing in the world 
during the production of THE DARK NIGHT are trivial and inaccurate.    Much of the analysis of 
film is accurate but not much more than descriptive - and there is little that relates to either 
the stated genre “Psychological thriller” or the characterization of villains in ‘different time 
periods.”   There is some accurate film vocabulary.

Criterion C Assembling the comparative study (8) Mark 6/8

Comments

Audio and images are matched for the most part, except at the beginning where the images 
are related to the films but not directly related to the discussion. Once analysis of the scenes 
begin the match is much better, focused and relevant with selections accurately matching 
descriptions of camera work and mise en scene for the most part.  Overall the work is good.  
There is fairly balanced considerations of both films. 
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Commentary

General 
commentary 

This is a good demonstration of why an explicit justification of 
the choice of task components, films, cultural context, and topic 
is helpful to the student.  In the work the student meanders 
and sometimes makes significant points, but never develops a 
sustained, convincing argument.  Analysis of the camera work 
and mise en scene (not acceptable as a task component by 
itself - though formalism as a film theory might easily be used 
as a focus) tends to unpack narrative and not villainy.  Cultural 
context is not dealt with to any significant degree except for the 
idea that this study is supposed to be looking at different time 
periods - something the student does not do except in trivial, and 
somewhat inaccurate, broad comments. The topic given might 
be suitable, but there is little accurate exploration of what made 
these two villains unique to their time period.  Those comments 
about historical period are mostly trivial and to a degree 
inaccurate (is the body in THE DARK KNIGHT really any more 
convincing than the one in PSYCHO . . . and more important, both 
are created with exactly the same technology.)  There is some 
knowledge demonstrated in terms of filmmaking techniques so 
the work is adequate in C despite of the fact it fails to grapple 
with the student’s given focus.

Total

Mark
14/32


