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Commentary

ASSESSOR MARKS AND COMMENTS (ENGLISH) 

Comparative study 

CS05 Gangster Film Genre  

Chosen film 1 The Godfather (1973)  

Chosen film 2 City of God (2002) 

Topics Portrayal of gangs in differing cultures.

Criterion A Task components (12) Mark 8/12

Comments

There is a clear justification for the choice of films, logically justifying the task 
components though it could be more persuasive.  (To a degree it says these ‘gangster 
films’ are good choices to analyze the ‘gangster genre,’ but what elements of the 
individual films makes them particularly strong choices to compare/contrast against each 
in terms of their different cultures?)  Overall the development of the work shows that 
the student has a clear and appropriate knowledge of the identified task components 
and the cultural context of the two selected films, though at times comments are not 
supported with cited evidence.  Overall there is reference to a suitable range of sources 
and this is supported by the list of appropriate and relevant sources presented.

Criterion B Comparing and contrasting (12) Mark 8/12

Comments

Some statements - such as THE GODFATHER existing to entertain the audience - are 
lacking depth, as well as confusing since the student unpacks historical, political 
reasons for the film’s existence that go far beyond entertainment immediately following 
this statement.  The gangster film as a genre is explored although again the contrast 
between it and the over-arching ‘crime film’ genre is not actually made clear by the 
students simple observation that the genre is different because it features a focus on 
‘organized crime or a maverick criminal.’  Since these two choices define the crime film as 
well, it would have been good to show some understanding of features that specifically 
define the differences between the genres.  Comments about bleak portrayal of urban 
crime could apply equally to the film noir, so there is some understanding shown here 
but it could be in more depth.  No citation is given for material about the Watts riots of 
1967, and no real evidence connecting it to the film, though the insight about police 
violence is not inaccurate. Overall, there is a mix of accurate and undeveloped ideas, 
with excellent comments on cinematography and editing supported with accurate and 
effective film vocabulary, the strongest section in the work.

Criterion C Assembling the comparative study (8) Mark 6/8
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Comments

Images in the films, while broadly depicting the films being discussed, do not always 
develop the specific audio, although overall matching is accurate.  Both the beginning 
and the ending of the work simply unspool sections of the relevant films, although the 
shot-by-shot sections have much better connections between audio and images.  There 
is fairly balanced consideration given to the two films, but a better attempt to place 
CITY OF GOD within the ‘gangster genre,’ or the other cited genre of ‘realism’ would 
have helped make the argument - and the balanced treatment of the two films - more 
convincing. 

General 
commentary 

The topic ‘portrayal of gangs in different 
cultures’ is a bit broad and the focus could be 
more consistently developed.  Though the 
conclusion cites ‘entertainment’ and ‘reality,’ this 
point has never convincingly been made, and 
even in the strong section on film technique, 
the contrast between realistic and formal styles 
is only approached obliquely.  As noted, the 
statement that THE GODFATHER is primarily an 
entertainment film is immediately contradicted 
by the student, and the discussion of ‘realism’ 
pertaining to CITY OF GOD is not explored by 
any analysis of ‘realism’ as a film technique 
or genre.  There is much solid discussion of 
the topic, with good analysis of filmmaking 
technique,  without entirely focusing on a 
convincing argument.  Overall the work is good, 
especially the analysis of cinematography and 
editing.

Total

Mark
22/32


