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Commentary

ASSESSOR MARKS AND COMMENTS (ENGLISH) 

Comparative study 
CS08 Queer Theory  

Chosen film 1 Maurice (1987)

Chosen film 2 Blue Is The Warmest Colour (2013)

Topics Rejection of heterosexual norms in LGBT film.

Criterion A Task components (12) Mark 9/12

Comments

Overall the list of sources is short but relevant to the topic.  There is an explicit justification of 
the choice of films at approximately 21 seconds into the comparative study.   Queer theory is 
a good choice as a film focus, and is clearly defined with a quotation cited on screen.  There 
is discussion of the reason for the choice of the films - though in A and elsewhere a clearer 
understanding of the difference between the historical period the films are set in and the 
historical period of production would help focus the work.   Overall the justification of film 
focus, films, cultural context, and topic is good. 

Criterion B Comparing and contrasting (12) Mark 6/12

Comments

The work is adequate with some significant observations and some unsupported ideas.  
As noted, focus on the historical period of the setting is not the same as the period of 
production in terms of the cultural context, and at times some confusion seems to result 
from this.  (Is the period of time when MAURICE was produced as repressive as the era 
when it was set, for instance.)   Production period is probably important to this topic and it 
could be deal with in a more detailed way.  There is some reference to the 80’s in the case 
of MAURICE and BLUE IS THE WARMEST COLOUR is identified as ‘modern’ without much 
discussion of what that might mean.  Discussion of cultural context seems a bit confused 
between the historical period of Maurice and the period of production of BLUE IS THE 
WARMEST COLOUR.  The four focuses of style of music, manipulation of camera, portrayal 
of sex, and sexual stereotyping are fine, but not always very clearly related to the film focus 
or given topic.  Though the discussion of music is accurate, the section does not very clearly 
related to the given topic of ‘rejection of heterosexual norms.’  The section on manipulation 
of camera is better in this regard. Assertions about homophobic audiences and the AIDS 
crises are given without evidence or strong support from research.  Ultimately the mix of 
significant ideas and more arbitrary ones is only adequate.  The confusion references the 
film focus queer theory, but does not conclude much about the topic itself.

Mark 6

Criterion C Assembling the comparative study (8) Mark 6/8
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Commentary

Comments

The work is good.  There are some blips in editing with clips occasionally  appearing for an 
instant.  The audio in general is clear and overall the images do a good job of supporting 
the argument, although at times duration of clips and choices of images could have been 
stronger.  The student gives fairly balanced consideration to the two films.

General 
commentary 

As noted, the discussion of the period of 
production could have used stronger research, 
with assumptions about the 1980’s and the 
‘modern’ period discussed but not really 
explored.  Research into the actual audience 
reception and critical material could have 
helped, and this is a problem in terms of the 
amount of research done.  While the four 
works given in the list of sources are perfectly 
relevant, broader research in more depth could 
have helped support the argument more.  As in 
many of the comparative studies, there seems 
to be some amount of confusion about context 
and how the period being represented in the 
films relates to the period in which the films 
were produced.  Although this student does 
appreciate the difference, more focus on the 
relationship between the two contexts would 
help.  Ultimately, while the film focus is good, the 
topic itself is not always developed in the course 
of the work. 

Total

Mark
21/32


