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Commentary

ASSESSOR MARKS AND COMMENTS (ENGLISH) 

Textual analysis

TA10 Days of Heaven 

Criterion A Cultural context (8) Mark 4/8

Comments

There is some underdeveloped understanding of the cultural context. Unfortunately there 
are problems with the works cited page and with the lack of citation (especially in the first 
two pages where material that obviously comes from research is not cited). This work would 
be flagged for investigation as a potential breach of academic honesty. 

Criterion B Film elements (12) Mark 8/12

Comments

The candidate has good control of the vocabulary of film analysis and the correct filmic 
terminology. There is good focus on the intended effects of choices in the use of film 
elements. Analysis is detailed and accurate though this would have benefited from a 
better balance that includes a wider range film elements. The candidate places most of the 
emphasis on the cinematography thus limiting the breadth of the analysis.

Criterion C Relationships within the film text (8) Mark 3/8

Comments

Unfortunately the candidate misses many opportunities to make links between the film 
elements and the cultural context, such as when the candidate writes “The camera makes the 
point that this film is not necessarily concerned with individual.” Here and in other places, the 
candidate could have discussed the social and/or political context of the film as a whole as 
well as examining how similar camerawork throughout the film is used for similar or different 
reasons.  

General 
commentary 

While the analysis of film elements is strong, there is a problem of 
balance in this textual analysis. Too much attention is paid to the 
elements in the Criterion B to the detriment of the other two criteria. 
The relative weights of the marks for each criterion (8/12/8) should 
be used as a rough guide for how much attention should be devoted 
to the requirements of each criterion. It is important to note that all 
research sources must be cited and this work would be flagged for 
investigation as a potential breach of academic honesty.

Total

Mark
15/28


