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Logline: A teenage boy feels like he has it all until he starts down the wrong path and has to 

make a choice. 
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Role: Cinematographer (1001 words) 

The role of a cinematographer was no longer unfamiliar to me at this point in 

filmmaking, and I have adapted to the tasks in cinematography and have a routine that I have 

developed over time as a cinematographer. First, I went through the script and made sure that I 

had a solid understanding of the film's purpose and what I wanted to portray through my 

cinematography. I then focused on each location that my group and I decided on. I worked with 

the camera we planned on using, I experimented with how the camera worked, how I wanted to 

take shots with it, and what the most effective approach to cinematography would be. After this 

preparation before our filming days, my group and I began the production process. 

Once the production process began, T made sure to meet with all of the actors that were 

specifically chosen by our director, and after they studied their lines for each scene, I would do a 

run through the script and specific scenes with the actors. As they would run through their lines, 

I would have the actors practice walking through the scene and act as if I were doing the final 

take with them. As they went through the motions of the scene, I would play with the angles and 

types of shots I wanted to get and which types of shots were most fitting for that scene. This 

process made it much easier to get through the scenes smoothly without taking a bunch of 

footage that we would have to pick through later on in post-production. 

Throughout the production as cinematographer, I would have the actors do several takes 

even after the director and I were pleased with the way turned out. This was because I wanted to 

get several shots of each scene from different angles in order to give the editor more than enough 

footage for post-production, while also giving them the opportunity to utilize different angles 

while cutting the shots together for the final product, instead of using one angl.e for each scene. 
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An example of the several different angles is seen in Figure 1, 2, and 3, where our main character 

grabs his backpack and walks out the door. I utilize different angles in order to pace the scene 

and give the editor the opportunity to chop the scene together in a way that is more ente11aining 

than a single shot following the main character out the door. 

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 

Within our collaborative film, I wanted to direct my attention towards lighting, because 

in my past films throughout my experience with filmmaking, my filming group and I never 

utilized lighting kits during production. We used to focus on getting decent shots and then 

editing the lighting in post-production which is not very effective. During production of the film, 

I studied our locations and brought to umbrella lights to every filming day in order to get the best 

shots possible. The lighting kits were very beneficial to the cinematography of this collaborative 

film and that is evident, especially in the scenes where main character, Trey, is in class sitting at 

a desk. The shots inside the classroom were dull with many shadows until we used lights to 

brighten the scene. The brightness of the classroom scene is evident in Figure 3. 

When in pre-production, I was also intrigued by the pat1y scene that we planned out, and 

I was very excited to play with the lighting and types of shots within that specific section of the 

film. As seen in Figure 4 and 5, I utilized colorful christmas lights in the scenes for the pai1y, 

because the lights brighten the scene slightly while also making the scenes very entertaining and 
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colorful visually. The colors changed the tone of the film, and the shots used in the film almost 

make the scenes from the party vibrant and disorienting. These colored lights were utilized with 

the lighting kits that were used in all other scenes of the scene as well, in order to establish 

consistency in all shots used for the film. This scene was very pleasing, and I believe that the 

shots from the party scene were my greatest success as the cinematographer for our collaborative 

film. 

Figure 4 Figure 5 

While I would view my role in this collaborative film as a success, there are always 

errors made and there are several ways that I can improve my skills as a cinematographer for my 

future experiences with this film role and the filmmaking process as a whole. First of all, I 

believe that using a proper tripod for the indoor shots in the film could have made the scenes 

look smoother and more well organized, because in post-production there were a few shots that 

the editor had to stabilize through editing that could have been avoided ifl used a tripod for more 

of our shots. Several shots taken in the car at the end of the collaborative film were also shaky 

and we weren't able to use some of the shots that could not be edited in post-production. 

I also believe that I could have played with the lighting in other scenes besides the party 

scene in order to create meaning within the scenes and make the interior and exterior shots more 
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entertaining visually. If I prepared and experimented with the lighting equipment that was 

provided for my group, then I might have been able to get better shots than the ones that we 

chose for our final product. Lighting is a crucial part of the filmmaking process and 

cinematography especially, and although I am very proud of the final product based on my 

cinematography, I plan on workjng on my skills with lighting scenes for my future films. 

Overall, my experience with creating this collaborative film was extremely beneficial for 

me as a cinematographer, because I was pushed to challenge myself and work on my skills with 

tecbruques I have never utilized before. 



Film teacher support material

Student sample

6

Reflection of Collaboration (998 words) 

Intentions 

5 

The CPT (Core Production Team) for this collaborative film consisted of my classmate as 

editor, my close friend as director, and me as the cinematographer. Together we all came to an 

agreement on making a drama film about a young teenager who falls down the wrong path and 

must make a choice, since all of our group finds interest in the subject and we all felt a 

connection with the topic. Our goal was to create a heartfelt, character-driven film which the 

audience can relate with while straying away from the darkness of the topic completely. 

For the look of our collaborative film, my group and I were inspired by several American 

drama films, including Breakfast Club (1985), The Spectacular Now (2013), and Being Charlie 

(2015). We appreciated the script for Breakfast Club, and although the film focuses on a 

different subject, we were able to incorporate the film's style into our own film in order to 

capture a similar concept on the American youth. Both The Spectacular Now and Being Charlie 

are dramas and they address a similar matter through their films. We were inspired by the topics 

discussed within the films, while the visuals were also interesting and we utilized similar 

cinematography within our own film. 

Pre-Production 

For our collaborative film, my group and I worked to find a topic that we could create a 

story about while not taking on more than we can handle, because we had to keep the limit of 

seven minutes in mind. Throughout the pre-production process, I was consistently 

communicating with the screenwriter in order to understand the overall vision for the film, and 

the meaning we were trying to create on screen. While in the pre-production of our film, all of 
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my group and I stayed involved in order to make sure that we all agreed on how the script looked 

and how we wanted the story to translate on screen. It was important to all of us that we worked 

together in order to have an end product that all of us would be proud of. 

Production 

I was most invested and involved in the production process for this collaborative film, 

and I was more focused on this section of the filming process than pre-production and 

post-production. While the other members of my group helped me in the production of the film, 

the director and I mainly took control during this part of filmmaking. The director worked with 

the actors on how they should express the lines given to them, while I focused on positioning the 

camera and actors in a way that would make their acting more effective and meaningful from the 

camera's perspective. The director were also able to play with the lighting in order to get the best 

possible shots, making sure that the subjects were always visible and any shadows that are seen 

in the film are intentional. We collaborated on the lighting and worked together to set up the 

]jghting in a way that was visually appealing and also con-elated with the events occuring in each 

scene. 

The director and I also worked together when deciding on which location to use for each 

scene. Every location we chose needed to be visually appealing, while also matching up with the 

scene it is being used for. The party scene location was the most crucial location that we decided 

on. We used our resources in order to make the scene look like an authentic party and together 

we were able to make the setting look entertaining visually while also utilizing the setting to 

inform the audience within the scenes that were shot in that location. 
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Post-Production 

While I was not as involved in post-production of the film, the director and I always 

made sure to sit in on the editing process so that all of my group and I agreed on the cuts and 

edits made in order to make sure that all of our vision was portrayed and that we were given the 

chance to share our ideas and help throughout the editing process. While all of my group and I 

were pretty pleased with our final product, I think that there could have been changes made in 

the editing process. These changes include the transition from background music into the 

voiceover in the first scene which is rather rough and choppy and the transition from the end of 

the party to when main character Trevor is exiting the house and there is no timestamp to inform 

the audience that the time was early in the morning the day after the party. 

Overall 

Despite major initial difficulties with dividing up which roles each of us would take on, 

my group and I were able to collaborate in order to make a polished final product that all of us 

were proud of. The director and I had an extremely simjlar vision which made it easier for us to 

work together in the production part of the film. WhiJe we worked well together and were able to 

achieve a 1.ot in our film due to our communication with each other throughout all sections of the 

filmmaking process, the editor and I did not communicate with each other as easily throughout 

the filming and post-production of our film. We were able to overcome our different perspectives 

on the film, and the editor and I were able to work together to compromise on what we wanted 

the end product to look like. 

Overall, I believe that this collaborative film was successful, because the end product is 

polished and it is some of the best video and audio that my group has been able to produce. We 
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were able to work through our struggles with filmmaking and we have all grown through our 

experience with the creation of this film. We have learned to be resourceful and use 

problem-solving skills in order to achieve the goals that we set for ourselves and the final 

product of our film. 
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