
Example 1
Assessment task: Production proposal

Chosen play text: The Miracle Worker by William Gibson

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 6 3 7 16

Marks available 8 4 8 20

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Ideas and intentions The student clearly differentiates between ideas and their intentions.

Ai: (3 marks) The student begins by identifying a key idea and then gives a brief indication 
of what the play is fundamentally about, giving a sense of the story as well as of the 
themes. The student consistently gives examples from the text—moments of action, direct 
quotations, relationships. The student uses the key ideas to guide the reader through the 
action of the play. This very quickly becomes descriptive, with the student describing 
the action of the play rather than providing an analysis of the ideas and explaining them. 
The student needs to focus more on what the playwright is saying about the ideas they are 
dealing with.

Aii: (3 marks) This section is borderline between description and explanation but lacks 
the detail to allow it to fulfill the characteristics (insightful/excellent, and so on) of 
the top markband. The student addresses all the elements of theatre-maker intentions—
performance space, production elements, performance style and effect on audience. 
Perhaps more emphasis and explanation is needed in the student’s interpretation of the 
play—they mention communication and the fact this is a biography but do not really explain 
what they, as director/designer, are hoping to communicate regarding these ideas. The 
proposal would also have benefited from more detail regarding the purpose and the effect 
on the audience. The student addresses the whole play and explains transitions and fluidity, 
which is a useful feature to discuss regarding intention in a play with multiple settings.

B The proposed design B: (3 marks) The student primarily describes the visual production ideas. This section 
is uneven, moving between explanation, description and outline; however, it is primarily 
descriptive. There is detail regarding the set, but this section quickly becomes descriptive, 
with some areas, such as costume and colour, being more of an outline. The idea of the 
use of light and shadow is interesting, but again needs more detail and explanation. The 
student’s use of visuals works well but would benefit from more detail, especially regarding 
costume, setting and light. The use of the water pump, for example, would benefit from 
more detail regarding the features of the pump and why these are important (for example, 
including colour, material, size, positioning, symbolism) and an explanation of why this 
particular feature has been chosen and how it might be used in the play.

Theatre assessed student work 1

Example 1: Assessment comments



Criterion Comments

C The proposed staging of 
one moment of the play

Ci: (4 marks) The student explains their choice of moment, its significance and uses 
a chart to both describe what is happening and to explain the performance and 
production elements. The student goes through the moment step by step, which is 
effective but lacks detail in some places. For example, the student says Helen is “aggressively 
pulled” but does not detail how this is conveyed through the use of body and voice. The 
student explains that the water pump signifies meaning but does not elaborate. Later, the 
student writes about tension being built through the use of shadow but does not explain 
why this creates tension. As the student progresses through the moment the explanations 
are stronger and clearer. The student effectively indicates the power of the moment through 
the introduction of the first human sound and explains its significance.

Cii: (3 marks) The explanation of production elements is more detailed in places than that of 
the performance elements; the work is borderline between description and explanation.

General comments The student has clearly engaged with the play text and has produced good, relevant and 
focused work with moments of insight. More detail would have given this proposal a 
higher mark.
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