
Example 3
Assessment task: Production proposal

Chosen play text: A Zoo Story by Edward Albee

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 7 2 4 13

Marks available 8 4 8 20

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Ideas and intentions Ai: (3 marks) The student addresses the ideas in the play, discussing character, symbolism 
and action and using references from the text. The student mentions Theatre of the Absurd, 
demonstrates how this is related to the play, and then uses this to further identify other 
ideas. This is a very promising start, but the work lacks detail and depth, and therefore 
does not go beyond the descriptive. Ideas are dealt with generally; the student would 
have benefited from focusing on a few of these, providing more detail, and discussing how 
the playwright deals with them in the play.

Aii: (4 marks) The student begins by giving their interpretation of the play and their main 
area of focus. The student explains their choice of performance style and links this to the 
text. They explain their performance space and how they intend to address the absurd 
nature of the play. The student explains their production ideas and links this to the 
effect this will have on the audience. This is thorough and detailed.

B The proposed design B: (2 marks) This section is disappointing and lacks detail. The student provides an outline 
of how production elements will be used to achieve their intentions, with little detail, 
and flitting from one area to another. There is an attempt in some areas to provide more 
information, but this is uneven. The student outlines broad areas without focusing on 
specifics. For example, the section on lighting is very broad without details of when lights 
would change or how this would influence the performance or the audience experience. The 
student mentions the red light at the end without going into more detail regarding how this 
will operate or much explanation of the thinking behind it. The hand-drawn stage plans are 
simplistic and not well presented. Most of the sourced images are general and the student 
does not provide any detail or explanation regarding, for example, the materials and colour 
of the bench or the costumes. This section is underdeveloped.
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Criterion Comments

C The proposed staging of 
one moment of the play

Ci: (2 marks) The student unnecessarily takes up space with the inclusion of the monologue 
from the text. The student provides an outline of how performance and production 
elements will be used to create a moment of tension, emotion, atmosphere and/
or meaning (“TEAM”). The student addresses performance with some detail, but this is 
uneven. Generally, the student uses very general terms without focusing on the tiny detail 
of the moment—for example, the circling of the bench could be more detailed, relating it 
to precise moments of the text and explaining specifically how body and voice will be used. 
The student indicates that Jerry is “over enthusiastic”, but again does not provide any detail 
of how this should be conveyed using body and voice. The section on performance moves 
from outline to description but is uneven.

Cii: (2 marks) The production elements mentioned are somewhere between list and 
outline. The student hardly addresses these. Though the student mentions their intentions 
for this moment and provides some glimmers of detail, this section, as a whole, is 
underdeveloped and uneven.

General comments The student chooses a challenging play text and approaches it with imagination and 
understanding. This production proposal begins well but the student does not address 
design or the moment of “TEAM” with the same detail, care or thought as in the first section. 
The design needs more care and attention, and the last section on the moment is 
disappointing and could easily have moved into the next markband given more detail 
and attention.
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