
Example 5
Assessment task: Production proposal

Chosen play text: Steel Magnolias by Robert Harling

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 3 2 6 11

Marks available 8 4 8 20

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Ideas and intentions Ai: (2 marks) The student begins by relating the play to the playwright’s life and identifies a 
list of ideas—diabetes, life choices, and women’s strength. The student does not proceed to 
elaborate on these ideas or explain how they relate to the play. The short character studies 
provide an outline of the characters, but these are broad, vague and are not supported by 
the text. The student then outlines three other themes and relates these to the play, 
generally focusing on plot and without providing any information as to what the playwright 
is communicating regarding the theme.

Aii: (1 mark) The student has not really understood theatre-maker intentions and focuses 
instead on their interpretation of the key ideas of the play. The student lists how they want 
the play to affect the audience (“to feel joy and sadness”, “a heartwarming play”, and so on) 
with little indication of how they hope to achieve this. There is mention of performance 
space, but very little detail regarding production or performance elements. This is limited 
and simplistic.

B The proposed design B: (2 marks) This section is borderline 2/3 marks as there is some description of the set, 
costume and lights. The possible characteristics are a useful guide regarding the mark and 
the section can be described as adequate and attempted. The descriptions are broad and 
often simplistic, making them an outline. The drawings of the costumes are small and 
lack detail. The student has attempted this section with some success, giving a sense of the 
production but without detail or depth.

C The proposed staging of 
one moment of the play

C: (6 marks) The student begins by relating the action of the moment, giving a sense of 
what sort of moment it is. The student examines the moment through each of the 
attributes of tension, emotion, atmosphere and/or meaning (“TEAM”), describing 
how each of these are created through performance and production elements. The 
student describes the moment in detail but does not provide depth or enough information 
regarding performance and production elements to move this into a higher markband. The 
work is focused and relevant but more explanation is required regarding not only how each 
of the “TEAM” attributes of the moment are created, but also why the student’s choice of 
performance and production elements creates these attributes and affects the audience in a 
particular way.
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Criterion Comments

General comments The student has clearly engaged with the play text, but predominantly describes what they 
“see” in an almost filmic way, rather than demonstrating how the craft of theatre brings the 
text to life. This is partly due to the fact that the text is naturalistic and does not really offer 
many opportunities for imaginative directorial/design treatment. Furthermore, the student is 
influenced and, in this instance, hampered by the fact they have seen the film (this is referred 
to and referenced). A play that is more open to interpretation would offer the student 
more directorial/design opportunities and choices. This, in turn, encourages the student 
to provide more of a rationale to back up their artistic choices.

Theatre assessed student work 2

Example 5: Assessment comments


