
Example 6
Assessment task: Production proposal

Chosen play text: Heart of Hearing by Joseph Zeccola

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 2 1 3 6

Marks available 8 4 8 20

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Ideas and intentions Ai: (2 marks) The student outlines the ideas in the play without giving much detail 
regarding these or what the playwright is communicating. The student refers to the 
text to support the ideas and these references are relevant. The student has attempted to 
identify the main ideas, but their approach is simplistic and underdeveloped.

Aii: (0 marks) The work does not reach the described standards as the student does not 
address any aspects of theatre-maker intention other than a couple of lines about what 
they want to communicate. There is no indication regarding choice of performance space or 
how they intend to use performance and production elements.

B The proposed design B: (1 mark) The student lists some visual production ideas with limited explanation. The 
work is limited and the ideas superficial. The hand-drawn image of the set is simplistic. 
The student makes broad superficial statements (“warm white lighting”) that do not 
demonstrate an understanding of design and production elements. This section becomes 
progressively more limited in detail. The student should cite sources for the images in the 
body of the work.

C The proposed staging of 
one moment of the play

The student begins by inserting the text for the moment. This is unnecessary and takes up space.

Ci: (2 marks) The student attempts to show the way the performers would use performance 
elements to create tension, emotion, atmosphere and/or meaning (“TEAM”). The 
student outlines the action and the use of body and voice referring specifically to 
the text. There is an attempt to present the reasons for their choice, but this section is 
underdeveloped.

Cii: (1 mark) The student provides three very short paragraphs on the elements of 
production. There is very little here and this section is awarded 1 mark as it just about 
constitutes a list. It is simplistic and superficial. The student is clearly hampered by the 
moment they have selected that offers very little opportunity for them to demonstrate use 
of elements of production.
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Criterion Comments

General comments This play may not have been a good choice for the student. It appears to be simplistic in its 
ideas and it does not seem to offer enough possibilities or opportunities for interpretation 
or creativity. The choice of play, made in consultation with the teacher, is key and a 
play with depth encourages the student to delve deeper and approach the task with 
more thought.
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