
Example 7
Assessment task: Production proposal

Chosen play text: The Visit by Friedrich Dürrenmatt

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 8 4 8 20

Marks available 8 4 8 20

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Ideas and intentions Ai: (4 marks) The student explains the ideas in the text and refers to both lines in the 
text and action within the play. The student begins by providing an overall explanation 
of the play and its main theme. They then identify the key concepts that the play deals with 
and presents them as questions, which works very well as the student also suggests these 
are questions they want the audience to raise. The student explains how the playwright 
presents their ideas as well as what the playwright is trying to communicate via 
the ideas and messages of the play. There is close reference to the text both by way of 
quotations and also by referring to particular moments and actions. The student deals with 
the ideas throughout the whole of the play and refers to how ideas progress in the play. 
Through further research into the cultural context the student also identifies the idea of 
Swiss neutrality and makes a convincing argument, explaining why this is feasible. The work 
is discerning and insightful.

Aii: (4 marks) The student begins by focusing on what they would like the audience to 
experience and uses this as the anchor to guide their intentions. This is a great strategy 
that demonstrates their understanding of theatre as an experience created by the director/
designer for an audience. Their choice of epic theatre addresses performance style and the 
student explains how this is used to achieve their desired effect on the audience. This section 
would benefit from a little more detail regarding how this style will be used, rather than the 
unspecific mentions of “actor-as-object” and “4th wall breaks”. The student explains not only 
choice of venue but also seating arrangement, once again linking this to how they want the 
audience to receive the play. The idea of the audience observing themselves is discerning 
and insightful. The student explains the context, but again this could benefit from more 
detail. This is a borderline 3/4 marks as it lacks some detail in places, but overall it is a 
discerning and insightful explanation.
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Criterion Comments

B The proposed design B: (4 marks) The student presents their visuals well—these provide a clear sense of the 
production and how production elements would be used. There is a mixture of neat 
drawings and sourced images, which are effective in giving a sense of the design. The source 
of images should be attributed in the body of the text not just in the list at the end. The 
student explains their ideas and artistic choices and addresses both particular moments and 
the play as a whole. The student addresses, for example, the progression of set and links this 
both to the ideas in the play and to their theatre-maker intentions. They also explain how 
costume can be used to foreshadow future action and also to signify concepts in the play. 
In this whole section they keep the audience experience in mind. The section on lighting 
feels like the student has run out of energy (or space), but this section as a whole is 
excellent; analytical and explanatory.

C The proposed staging of 
one moment of the play

C: (8 marks) This is detailed, thorough and well presented by the student. The student begins 
by giving an overall explanation of the moment and how performance and production 
elements will be used to create tension, emotion, atmosphere and/or meaning (“TEAM”). 
This provides a clear visual of the moment and a strong sense of the staging and the set. The 
student explains how their staging relates to the ideas in the play, to their theatre-maker 
intentions for this moment and to the experience they want the audience to have. Once they 
have established the context and explained how this is a moment of “TEAM”, they use the 
annotated text to provide detail regarding how performance and production elements will 
be used to create the moment. This is thorough, with specific detail regarding use of 
body, voice, sound and lights. This section is an excellent explanation.

General comments This is an excellent choice of play because it is rich in ideas and offers great potential 
for interpretation and staging. It gives the student opportunities to demonstrate their 
understanding of the craft of directing/designing and how performance and production 
can be employed to create the world of the play. The success of this production proposal is 
also partly due to the fact that from the very beginning the student remains focused on the 
idea that theatre is the creation of an experience for an audience by the director/designer. 
Alongside this is the understanding that the responsibility of the director/designer is 
to communicate and bring to life the ideas presented in the play text. This guides the 
student to explain their decisions and artistic choices, which are explained in relation to 
audience experience and the ideas in the play.
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