
Example 8
Assessment task: Production proposal

Chosen play text: The Ugly One by Marius von Mayenburg

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 7 4 8 19

Marks available 8 4 8 20

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Ideas and intentions Ai: (3 marks) The student begins by giving an overview of the main ideas in the play and then 
examining them. The student has not organized this section on ideas particularly well—they 
jump from point to point so it initially appears as if they are simply outlining ideas, but they 
then return to ideas and develop them further. The student supports the identification of 
themes with evidence from the text, looking at language, structure and casting, but 
in general the ideas are just described. The student needs more in-depth and focused 
explanation of the ideas and less broad sweep to achieve full marks.

Aii: (4 marks) This section is thorough, discerning and detailed. The student explains their 
theatre-maker intentions giving a very strong sense of what they hope to achieve 
and how they plan to achieve this using performance and production elements. The 
student begins with an explanation of the sort of experience they want the audience to 
have and links this back to playwright’s ideas. The student explains their own interpretation 
and then explains their use of performance space and performance style. The section on 
design and use of light and sound demonstrates that the student has thought through the 
detail of areas such as colour and material, and these are consistently linked to the ideas and 
the audience experience. The student also addresses the challenges of one actor playing 
multiple identities and how they intend to address these.

B The proposed design B: (4 marks) The student explains their proposed design and their use of production 
elements with detail and imagination. The student uses a variety of visuals to give a 
sense of the world of the play and the aesthetic of their intended production. All their 
artistic decisions are consistently related to the ideas of the play, their interpretations and 
their theatre-maker intentions. They address the whole play and keep in mind the audience 
experience and how this is affected by the production elements. They explain the rationale 
behind their artistic choices and provide detail where necessary. This is thorough and 
discerning, showing a good understanding of the role design plays in a production.
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Criterion Comments

C The proposed staging of 
one moment of the play

Ci: (4 marks) The student begins by explaining their particular intention and inspiration for 
the moment—this is a good approach as the intention for the moment may differ from the 
overall intention for the whole play. The student describes both how the body and voice 
will be used and also explains the effect this will have on the audience and how it 
relates to their intentions. The student explains how this relates to the creation of tension, 
emotion, atmosphere and/or meaning (“TEAM”), though at times more detail could be 
included. There is a lot of detail taking the reader through the moment step by step and with 
close reference to the play text. The student uses visuals to support their ideas.

Cii: (4 marks) The use of production elements is integrated throughout this section as well 
as more information being given in the second half. The work is borderline between 
description and explanation, but there is enough detail to merit this achieving full 
marks. This section is thorough, discerning and demonstrates the student’s excellent 
handling of the craft of theatre to create a moment of “TEAM”.

General comments This is a good choice of play as it offers rich opportunities for direction/design. It is clear 
from the production proposal that the student has engaged with the play and that its 
possibilities have excited and inspired them. This production proposal demonstrates 
the key ingredients for success in this task. The student approaches the task with 
imagination while keeping the play text, their theatre-maker intentions and the 
audience in mind. The student demonstrates their understanding of how performance 
and production elements can be used.
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