
Example 9
Assessment task: Production proposal

Chosen play text: Murder in the Cathedral by Thomas Stearns Eliot

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 7 4 7 18

Marks available 8 4 8 20

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Ideas and intentions Ai: (3 marks) The student begins by describing the action of the play in relation to the 
tempters but does not really expand on the ideas and does introduce some of their intentions 
(which the Theatre guide specifies should be a separate section). Though the student is not 
penalized for this it takes focus away from the ideas. The student proceeds to describe the 
ideas in the play with relevant references to the text and some contextual information. 
The work is accurate and focused, but there needs to be more detail regarding the ideas and 
what the playwright is trying to communicate. More of an explanation of the ideas is needed 
for the student to obtain full marks. The student provides some contextual information and 
relates this to ideas, which works well. The student moves on to explain why they chose the 
play and what they find interesting about it, which is not entirely relevant or required.

Aii: (4 marks) The student does not distinguish between the section on ideas and the section 
on theatre-maker intentions, though it is clear from the writing when they move from one to 
the other. The student explains how they want the play to be received by the audience 
and focuses on the performance space and the actor–performer relationship. The 
student explains the role of the chorus, which is key to their proposed production, and 
introduces the idea of performance style. The student is choosing to perform the play in 
an existing space and justifies their choice. Their interpretation of the play is presented 
throughout this section and mentioned alongside the ideas. The section on theatre-maker 
intentions is thorough and discerning. Throughout this whole section the student refers 
closely to the text and provides support from the text for all of their ideas and artistic choices.
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Criterion Comments

B The proposed design B: (4 marks) The student presents their visual designs with clarity and with detailed 
explanations regarding how the production elements will be used. The student has 
chosen to adapt an existing space and under normal circumstances this could have been 
problematic, taking the student away from the focus of this section of the task. Here, 
however, the student provides details regarding how the challenges of the space will be 
used and refers all their decisions back to the text and to the action of the play. The student 
cleverly uses these challenges to meet their intentions and explains how they will do this. 
The student presents all the production elements, providing detailed explanations (using 
appropriate terminology) and showing an excellent understanding of how production 
elements can be used and how a space can be adapted for the purpose of creating a 
particular audience experience. The student never loses sight of the action of the play. This 
work is a thorough, insightful explanation with an excellent use of visuals.

C The proposed staging of 
one moment of the play

C: (7 marks) This section has been marked holistically as one section (performance and 
production elements together) as it is clear that the focus (in the play text) of the scene is 
performance rather than production elements. Production elements are described, with 
the excellent images giving a strong sense of the use of space and the positioning of 
the action. More detail is required regarding production elements for the student to be 
awarded full marks. The student provides a detailed explanation of how body and voice 
will be used in the staging of this moment in order to create the effect they want. The 
student pays close attention to the text and how this is to be performed, and provides detail 
regarding how particular lines and actions are delivered. The student provides a clear picture 
of the physicality of the moment, the reasons for their choices and the desired effect they 
want this to have on the audience.

General comments This production proposal brings together intentions, close reference to the text and an 
explanation of how performance and production elements would be used, both in the 
whole play and in a particular moment, to create a particular effect on an audience. There 
is an excellent use of visuals, which are beautifully and carefully presented. This is a good 
choice of play as it is rich in action, ideas and possibilities. The student gives a very strong 
picture of the production and demonstrates an excellent understanding of stage craft.
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