
Example 1
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: Kecak

Performance convention: Chant of the male chorus

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 8 7 8 23

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (4 marks) With specific references to their research, the student explains the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student uses references to 
research and visual material to effectively support findings about the history, development, 
setting and action of the tradition. The references are wide-ranging, but more importantly 
enable the student to provide a clear and complete overview demonstrating good 
understanding of the concepts, ideas and visual presentation of the tradition.

Aii: (4 marks) With specific references to their research, the student explains the 
performance convention they have chosen to explore. The convention selected is 
appropriate to the task as it is a key feature with a specific and set form of presentation 
within the tradition. The student’s explanation is supported with visual examples and clear 
references to relevant research. The student explains the physical movement and vocal chant 
of the male chorus in detail.

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (4 marks) The student demonstrates an effective process of practical exploration of 
the performance convention. The student demonstrates very clear stages of the exploration 
of the convention and how their skills have improved and developed throughout the process. 
The student explains challenges encountered through a variety of activities and exercises.

Bii: (3 marks) The student competently demonstrates how they have experimented 
with applying the performance convention to traditional performance material. The 
student performs and relates their chosen actions to the traditional performance material, 
but does not explicitly address experimentation—choosing instead to focus on their 
choices within the selected convention and traditional material. This could be interpreted 
as outcomes of experimentation, although to gain top marks students should show their 
insights into the process rather than the outcomes of the process in this criterion (i.e. how 
and why did they make those choices?).
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Criterion Comments

C Reflection on learning Ci: (4 marks) The student explains how their practical exploration of the performance 
convention has contributed to their continuing development as a performer. The 
student discusses a prior insecurity within vocal work and how the Kecak work helped with 
this. The student looks forward to future projects and how the learning of Kecak will help 
as a performer. The student refers to skills such as concentration, rhythm, commitment 
and confidence. The student refers to a past performance experience as the character 
Oleanna and looks forward to how newly gained skills will help in the development of her 
solo theatre piece. The idea of looking back to prior work and forwards to future work is an 
effective way of approaching this criterion.

Cii: (4 marks) The student explains how their inquiry into the chosen theatre tradition 
has further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The student makes 
connections across Western and Eastern traditions, referring to attention to detail, the time 
required and how the research has opened their eyes to differences and complexity. The 
student makes connections with Khon and how traditions are inextricably linked to culture. 
The student discusses the importance and presence of spirituality within theatre, citing 
traditions such as Khon, Kathakali and Greek theatre as examples.

General comments This is an excellent research presentation, which demonstrates authentic engagement with 
the task and clearly documents the student’s process, challenges and appreciation 
of the tradition and exploration of the convention. The presentation is passionate 
and conveys a genuine interest and commitment to the task. The presentation is made 
particularly effective by the nature of the comments clearly conveying the student’s own 
personal thoughts, ideas and reflections. The student uses the maximum time available 
and the sections are well divided. The sections are filmed separately enabling greater 
control of timing and content, and more time to reflect on the work in between, which 
greatly benefits the student.
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