
Example 2
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: Kabuki theatre

Performance convention: The mie

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 8 6 8 22

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (4 marks) With specific references to their research, the student explains the 
unfamiliar tradition they have chosen to explore. The student provides a strong overall 
view of the tradition including history and development, roles, production elements and 
space, effectively supported by a range of relevant research and visual material. The student 
comments on what they found interesting/surprising about the tradition based on the 
research. Comments that provide an idea of the personal impact of the student’s research 
into the topic (for example, “I was surprised by…”/“I thought this was…”) provide evidence of 
real engagement.

Aii: (4 marks) With specific references to their research, the student explains the 
performance convention they have chosen to explore. The student fully explains the mie, 
why, how and when it is used and the physical elements of the convention—all of which give a 
clear visual picture. The student continues to use references effectively throughout this section.

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (4 marks) The student demonstrates an effective process of practical exploration 
of the performance convention. The student shows a methodical process of exploration 
of the convention—dissecting the elements such as crossed eyes, head rolling, gesture and 
pose. The student links the exploration back to the learning process of Kabuki actors. The 
student reflects on the exercises and the challenges faced. This section is well supported by 
videos and photographs.

Bii: (2 marks) The student moderately demonstrates how they have experimented 
with applying the performance convention to traditional performance material. The 
student chooses appropriate traditional material and clearly places the mie in the context 
of the scene. However, they spend most of the section stating what happens in the scene 
rather than discussing any practical experimentation with the mie itself, which is briefly 
demonstrated at the end. The description of the movements raises the exploration from 
limited to moderate, however, it is underdeveloped.
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C Reflection on learning Ci: (4 marks) The student explains how their practical exploration of the convention 
contributed to their continuing development as a performer. The student reflects on 
the physical challenges of the exploration and the requirements of breaking up the actions, 
together with the need for cohesion of the movement aspects to communicate tension. 
The student discusses body and posture and how the exploration has helped in challenging 
her use of body and creativity. The student talks about control of facial expression and how 
they previously would have exaggerated or understated the expressions; Kabuki has helped 
to find balance with this. The student mentions expected impact on future work. There is 
a depth of reflection, a clear sense of personal development and new knowledge gained, 
which demonstrates explanation rather than description.

Cii: (4 marks) The student explains how their inquiry into the theatre tradition has 
further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The student makes 
several pertinent connections with world theatre. The student makes comparisons to Brecht 
through exaggeration and distancing elements of epic theatre and the influence of Eastern 
theatre on Brecht’s work, drawing some links. She then discusses symbolism, making 
connections with Kathakali and drawing attention to the universal themes of good and evil. 
The student discusses the relationship between audience and actor, referring to Brecht and 
to pantomime, and giving clear examples.

General comments There is a clear sense of enthusiasm and personal engagement with the task. The 
student undertook an effective process of exploration and experimentation and has a 
wide range of source material and visuals to support the presentation. The presentation 
benefits from being filmed in three separate sections, enabling the student to 
balance the time available. The use of visuals and source material is particularly 
effective in this presentation.
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