
Example 3
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: Khon dance drama

Performance convention: Movement and gesture (Sita)

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 7 8 7 22

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (4 marks) With specific references to their research, the student explains the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student provides a strong 
overall explanation of the tradition, covering cultural and historical context, its development 
and performance and production elements. The student does not have a slideshow 
presentation, but nevertheless supports the explanation with relevant and wide-ranging 
reference to research, drawing attention to key visuals on an accompanying handout.

Aii: (3 marks) With specific references to their research, the student describes the 
performance convention they have chosen to explore. The student gives an overview of 
the basic movement of the four main characters with a brief physical demonstration of the 
specific movements of each of them, comparing the male and the female characters. The 
student makes relevant reference to research to support the description, but more depth is 
required to attain full marks.

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (4 marks) The student demonstrates an effective process of practical exploration of 
the performance convention. The student demonstrates how she worked on movements 
from a video and discusses how the movements improved. There is clear evidence of 
progression and exploration. There are many moments where the student refers to 
what she noticed about progress and how she researched further in order to develop 
experimentation—this lifts the presentation out of describing and into explaining.

Bii: (4 marks) The student effectively demonstrates how they have experimented 
with applying the performance convention to traditional performance material. 
The student refers to the traditional material as a “moment of theatre” (which is not a 
requirement of this task), but there is a clear sense of exploration of the movement of the 
character of Sita. The student continues to refer to research and talks about how they “tried 
out” and incorporated different ways of moving and how this connects to the original 
movement of the tradition. They refer to “the second time, I tried to…” when discussing the 
position of the neck and reference an exercise to help them to adapt to the walk, both of 
which are supported with practical demonstration. The student demonstrates a clear and 
effective process of experimentation.
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C Reflection on learning Ci: (4 marks) The student explains how their practical exploration of the performance 
convention has contributed to their continuing development as a performer. The student 
discusses how both the exploration and research have had impact as a performer, discussing 
aesthetics and how this is achieved in Khon, development of skills, and attitudes towards 
rehearsal. The student makes reference to a prior performance experience, the focus on 
different parts of the body and reflects on the perseverance needed to master physical skills. 
The student looks forward to taking the skills acquired (strength, stability) into future work.

Cii: (3 marks) The student explains how their inquiry into the chosen theatre tradition 
has further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The student makes 
comparisons with Kathakali—viewpoints and the importance of body and gesture. The 
student just has space to briefly compare a heavily text-based performance and a purely 
physical Khon performance of the Ramakien before the time runs out.

General comments It is a shame that the time runs out before the student can complete the presentation. 
Students must take care with this aspect of the task, as the examiner can only 
mark what can be seen up to the 15-minute mark. Nevertheless, the student provides 
a clear and engaging account of progress and development with substantial practical 
demonstration and exploration leading to an excellent presentation.
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