
Example 4
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: Elizabethan theatre

Performance convention: Presentational acting style

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 6 5 8 19

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (3 marks) With specific references to their research, the student describes the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student provides a good 
general overview covering production elements such as costume, colours, characters, and 
space. The student references history and provides a summary of the development of the 
tradition. The student gives an overview of conventions such as the soliloquy and aside. 
The student provides a bibliography of relevant references to support the descriptions and 
makes reference to some of these sources during the presentation.

Aii: (3 marks) With specific references to their research, the student describes the 
performance convention they have chosen to explore. The student describes the 
presentational acting style of Elizabethan theatre. The student then continues to make 
reference to some source material and provides a clear description of the main elements of 
this style, such as the movement and gesture, awareness of audience, and speech patterns. 
The student provides a full bibliography for this section, demonstrating relevant research 
applied to this criterion.

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (1 mark) The student demonstrates a limited process of practical exploration of 
the performance convention. The majority of the exploration is the application of the 
convention to the traditional material, rather than the exploration of the convention.

Bii: (4 marks) The student effectively demonstrates how they have experimented 
with applying the performance convention to traditional performance material. 
The student discusses a step-by-step process of exploration, providing a rationale for 
the approach. The student details the workshop that they led, highlighting challenges 
and describing how these challenges were met through increasing understanding of the 
scene and adapting movements to the lines. Even though the final aim appears to be a 
“performance”, each stage of the exploration is clearly explained and includes practical 
demonstration of learning, using the traditional performance material.
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C Reflection on learning Ci: (4 marks) The student explains how their practical exploration of the performance 
convention has contributed to their continuing development as a performer. 
The student reflects on how they have changed and developed skills throughout the 
exploration. The student reflects effectively on speech and physicality and explains how 
skills, knowledge and confidence were developed. The student discusses how these skills will 
be applied in the future.

Cii: (4 marks) The student explains how their inquiry into the chosen theatre tradition 
has further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The student 
approaches this criterion effectively by choosing to discuss theatre and society and how 
elements of a society are reflected in theatre, rather than simply comparing the chosen 
tradition to another. This offers scope for a much wider and richer discussion of theatre in the 
world. The student expands the discussion to Renaissance theatre and then considers how 
Elizabethan theatre, particularly Shakespeare, has influenced contemporary work.

General comments The blended approach to criterion B can be successful if the student ensures that 
there are clear elements of general exploration of the convention itself as well as of 
engagement with the traditional material. If the exploration is limited to the application 
of the convention to the material, then marks cannot be awarded for Bi. In this example, the 
student clearly explored the convention before applying this learning to an experimentation 
with the material.

This is a good example of a well-divided presentation. Each section has been filmed 
separately and there is a bibliography provided for each section. The student has balanced the 
time equally between the three criteria, which leads to a more successful research presentation.
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