
Example 5
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: Topeng theatre

Performance convention: Movement and gesture of specific characters

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 7 5 6 18

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (4 marks) With specific references to their research, the student explains the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student provides a strong 
overall view of the tradition, including historical/cultural context, structure, space, masks, and 
roles and movement, effectively supported by a range of relevant research and visual material.

Aii: (3 marks) With specific references to their research, the student describes the 
performance convention they have chosen to explore. The student discusses the role 
of the Topeng Tua in the context of general movement and gesture of the characters. The 
movement and gesture of the specific character is incorporated within this, with continued 
references to research.

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (3 marks) The student demonstrates a competent process of practical exploration of 
the performance convention. The student establishes a process of exploration, discussing 
work from a video and book of stances and movement. The student talks about how the 
stance was difficult and how work improved this, researching further and taking advice from 
a peer mentor. The discussion is largely focused on perfecting the stance of the character.

Bii: (2 marks) The student moderately demonstrates how they have experimented 
with applying the performance convention to traditional performance material. 
The student refers to the traditional material as a “moment of theatre”, which is not a 
requirement of this task. They discuss the movement of the character within the moment 
and what this should look like. The student then applies the walk and posture to the material, 
taking the viewer through a short moment. They do mention a decision regarding the pace 
of the walk. Even though there is a sense of deconstruction and exploration, the work is 
underdeveloped.
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C Reflection on learning Ci: (4 marks) The student explains how their practical exploration of the performance 
convention has contributed to their continuing development as a performer. The 
student reflects on the challenges of the task and how this links to development as a 
performer. The student discusses the importance of movement, focus and the interpretation 
of character. The student suggests how to apply the skills learned in future physical work. The 
student looks forward to the solo piece and how the work on Topeng might be incorporated.

Cii: (2 marks) The student outlines how their inquiry into the chosen theatre tradition 
has further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The student 
mentions the mastery of Topeng and the social nature of the tradition, making general 
connections with other Asian traditions and briefly comparing Western and Eastern 
theatre and the intent of each. The student considers the impact of Topeng in Bali and how 
important tradition is to society.

General comments This is a solid response filmed in one continuous presentation and the student balances time 
well. The student covers all main areas of the tradition and convention, but it may have 
benefited to focus more closely on the chosen character instead of the more general 
“movement and gesture”, leaving little time to discuss the detail of the Topeng Tua. A 
more focused explanation only of that character may have lifted section A into the higher mark.

The choice of convention is key to success and should be well focused and narrow enough 
to enable the student to go into depth and detail, bearing in mind the 5-minute suggested 
time limit for section A.
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