
Example 6
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: Commedia dell’arte

Performance convention: Il Dottore

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 8 4 5 17

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (4 marks) With specific references to their research, the student explains the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student provides a 
full overview of the tradition, using relevant references to research to effectively support 
discussion. The student briefly covers history, conventions, and staging, with a significant 
focus on the characters and masks.

Aii: (4 marks) With specific references to their research, the student explains the 
convention they have chosen to explore. The student explains the convention of Il 
Dottore, continuing to reference research and covering all aspects of the character. This 
section is well focused.

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (3 marks) The student demonstrates a competent process of practical exploration 
of the performance convention. The student provides a step-by-step exploration of the 
physicality of the role including the walk, posture, hand gestures and voice. The student 
identifies the challenges of aspects of the exploration and explains how certain exercises 
were used to meet these challenges and develop skills and understanding of the role.

Bii: (1 mark) The student demonstrates in a limited way how they experimented 
with applying the performance convention to traditional performance material, 
or uses material that is inappropriate to the tradition. The student provides a short 
demonstration, using traditional performance material. This clearly develops from their 
exploration of the convention (Bi) but does not demonstrate experimentation and the piece 
is not contextualized or deconstructed to give any indication of experimentation.
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C Reflection on learning Ci: (2 marks) The student outlines how their practical exploration of the performance 
convention has contributed to their continuing development as a performer. The 
student outlines how the exploration enabled the development of physicality, specifically 
the exercise in walking. The student relates the practical exploration to a performance 
experience, comparing the role in the performance to that of Il Dottore and how that helped.

Cii: (3 marks) The student describes how their inquiry into the chosen theatre tradition 
has further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The student makes 
reference to archetypes and how they span theatre traditions, making links to shadow 
puppetry. The student comments on the unifying nature of archetypes and mentions 
universality of aspects of theatre across the world.

General comments A bibliography is included in the submission, but it would have been helpful to include the 
student’s slideshow in the upload of the work.

This is a good example of a successful presentation by a candidate who does not have a 
great deal of experience of theatre to draw upon. This is explained in section C, but the 
student engages fully with the task and completes a rewarding and successful exploration.

If students record their presentations outside the school environment it is useful to discuss 
location and space prior to filming in order to support the them to produce the best 
quality work possible in their own individual circumstances.
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