
Example 8
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: British pantomime

Performance convention: The dame

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 5 7 3 15

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (3 marks) With specific references to their research, the student describes the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student frequently 
refers to the visual sources, using relevant pictures (sourced) and a couple of in-
presentation citations to support the discussion. The student largely focuses on the origins 
of the tradition, describing how significant figures developed pantomime characters and 
style, cross dressing and females being able to perform as males. The student identifies 
the characters and briefly mentions how they are played on stage. The student also talks 
about appeal to families and children nowadays, with pantomimes largely based on fairy 
tales. The student hovers between outlining and describing in this criterion, but the focus 
on the historical development and influencers pushes the presentation into the markband 
for describing.

Aii: (2 marks) With specific references to their research, the student outlines the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student shows a flowchart 
of the evolution of the dame. The student does work through this source in a methodical 
way with relevant information about the character, but this information is merely outlined.
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Criterion Comments

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (3 marks) The student demonstrates a competent process of practical exploration of 
the performance convention. The student provides a focus for the exploration—the male/
female feature and how they work together. The student talks about vocal exercise and the 
results of this exploration, with demonstration. The statement “I found that combining the 
female voice with the male gesture and the male voice with the female gesture, this didn’t 
work well” provides evidence of exploration. The student moves to the use of costume and 
how this helps to explore the juxtaposition of male/female. Even though there is not a step 
by step process, there is still more than an outline of evidence of learning and development.

Bii: (4 marks) The student effectively demonstrates how they have experimented 
with applying the performance convention to traditional performance material. The 
student chooses a monologue from Cinderella and works through this in a methodical way 
to demonstrate experimentation. The student tries out different lines, changing voice and 
gesture, giving reasons concerning eliciting audience response. This demonstrates effective 
experimentation (rather than a “performance”). The student clearly grapples with an 
appropriately specific and focused aspect of the chosen convention.

C Reflection on learning Ci: (2 marks) The student outlines how their practical exploration of the performance 
convention has contributed to their continuing development as a performer. The 
student does refer to learning from the exploration of the convention—referring to 
becoming aware of audience–performer relationship. This can be considered evidence of 
continuing performer development, but it is really only an outline as it lacks any detail. The 
student does describe previous performances but actual learning is not evident past the 
level of outlining.

Cii: (1 marks) The student lists the ways in which their inquiry into the chosen theatre 
tradition has further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The 
student mentions the spirituality of religion in Asia and that it was rewarding to research 
pantomime, which is contrasting and comedic. This does not move beyond listing. There is 
a very brief mention of the rewarding nature of the task, rather than any information about 
how understanding developed. This is considered as listing in terms of marking, as no other 
theatre traditions are mentioned.

General comments This is a good response and the student has clearly engaged well with the task. In criterion 
A the time limit will not allow for an exhaustive explanation of every aspect of the 
tradition. The student outlines some aspects, but the account of the chosen focus area is 
enough to constitute describing.

With regard to criterion B and the use of traditional performance material, this response is 
a good example of effective experimentation with the material. It should be noted that 
the traditional performance material should be used as an aid to better understand 
the performance convention, rather than learning about the convention in order to better 
perform the traditional material. For the student to effectively demonstrate how they have 
experimented, this should not be a sustained performance, as this is not experimental 
in nature. In order to attain full marks in this criterion, the student needs to at least 
contextualize their demonstration.
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