
Example 9
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: Wyang kulit

Performance convention: Manipulation of the puppets by the Dalang

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 6 1 4 11

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (3 marks) With specific references to their research, the student describes the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student uses relevant 
source material and visuals to support the description and provides a good overview of the 
cultural/historical context and production elements.

The convention chosen is the manipulation of the puppets by the Dalang and the student 
discusses this as part of the overall description of the tradition.

Aii: (3 marks) With specific references to their research, the student describes the 
performance convention they have chosen to explore. The student describes the 
convention at the beginning of the presentation (marked as part of Ai) and returns briefly to 
the movement of the puppets at the end of section A.

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (0 marks) The student does not demonstrate a process of practical exploration. There 
is no evidence of a process of exploration provided.

Bii: (1 mark) The student demonstrates in a limited way how they experimented 
with applying the performance convention to traditional performance material, or 
uses material that is inappropriate to the tradition. The student begins section B by 
describing the traditional performance material chosen and then performs the piece, which 
is not a requirement for this task. The student tells the story prior to the performance, in 
order to contextualize the piece.
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Criterion Comments

C Reflection on learning Ci: (2 marks) The student outlines how their practical exploration of the performance 
convention has contributed to their continuing development as a performer. The 
student reflects on the role of the Dalang and outlines some skills acquired, but the main 
focus is on how the lighting was used and the making of the puppets. The criterion asks that 
students reflect on their development as a performer and not as a designer, so the set-up of 
lights and construction of puppets is not relevant.

Cii: (2 marks) The student outlines how their inquiry into the chosen theatre tradition 
has further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The student makes 
brief reference to commedia dell’arte and makes links to stock characters. The student briefly 
mentions how the structure of traditions can evolve to remain relevant across time.

General comments Owing to the lighting used, the slideshow in this presentation is quite difficult to see. The 
technical set-up of the presentation should be considered and checked before filming 
takes place as this may disadvantage the student if the examiner cannot hear or see 
them properly.

Even though there is a useful slideshow accompanying the presentation, this has not been 
uploaded as part of the additional materials. The slideshow would have been extremely 
helpful when marking and in this case appears might contain more source material and relevant 
references than received in the uploaded bibliography, but this is not clear on the video.

Holistic marking ensures that students are given credit for covering the criteria at any 
point during their presentation. It is advisable to make a clear distinction between the 
descriptor bullet points and sections to avoid repetition and maximize use of time on each 
discussion point.

It is clear that a great deal of effort and rehearsal went into planning and executing this 
performance, but performing is not the objective of criterion B.

Students must take care when choosing puppetry and mask-based traditions and 
conventions. The focus must remain on performance skills and not stray into design 
skills such as mask-/puppet-making, as marks cannot be awarded for these areas.
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