
Example 10
Assessment task: Research presentation

Chosen theatre tradition: British pantomime

Performance convention: Slapstick/movement

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 4 3 3 10

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A The unfamiliar theatre 
tradition

Ai: (3 marks) With specific references to their research, the student describes the 
unfamiliar theatre tradition they have chosen to explore. The student talks about history, 
development, content, space, audience interaction, and costume. With relevant reference to 
research, much is covered in this section of the presentation and a lot is described about the 
tradition. This is a good overview, but the student spends almost 5 minutes on the description 
of the tradition, leaving little time for discussion of the convention.

Aii: (1 mark) The student lists features of the performance convention they have chosen 
to explore. The student lists the performance convention in a simplistic way—for example, 
“movement, specifically slapstick movement”. The student does mention custard pies within 
the general description and mentions the fairy godmother “walking on their toes”, but the 
presentation lacks any detail that demonstrates a real understanding of the convention.

B Practical exploration 
of the performance 
convention

Bi: (1 mark) The student demonstrates a limited process of practical exploration of 
the performance convention. The student does not demonstrate a process of practical 
exploration of the convention, but mentions watching videos to help rehearse. The focus of 
section B is exploration and experimentation, not rehearsal of a convention. The emphasis 
here is very much on rehearsing for a performance of the monologue.

Bii: (2 marks) The student moderately demonstrates how they experimented with 
applying performance convention to traditional performance material. The student 
refers to “rehearsing” and the approach taken is clearly preparing for a performance of 
the monologue, rather than an intentional process of experimentation with the material. 
However, there is a sense of exploration in the deconstruction following the “performance” 
when the student mentions engagement of the audience, facial expressions, and 
exaggerated movement with intention, which pushes the presentation into moderate. The 
work is underdeveloped.
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Criterion Comments

C Reflection on learning Ci: (2 marks) The student outlines how their practical exploration of the performace 
convention has contributed to their continuing development as a performer. The 
student makes reference to a prior performance in The Birds, linking to physical movement in 
that play and how, in the future, the body might be used in different ways.

Cii: (1 mark) The student lists the ways in which their inquiry into the chosen theatre 
tradition has further developed their understanding of theatre in the world. The 
student makes some superficial links between use of the body and Commedia dell’arte—
such as movement based on character, which is similar to pantomime. The student briefly 
mentions the connections between practices in world theatre.

General comments The presentation is 12.05 minutes. Whilst students can attain high marks in this time frame, it 
is advised that students plan to use the maximum time available to them. A great deal can be 
covered in the extra 3 minutes.

The division of time between the three sections of the assessment is unbalanced, 
with much more time spent on section A than on section C. Balancing the time is key to a 
successful presentation.

There is some doubt as to the student’s understanding of the chosen convention. The choice 
of convention is key to success in this assessment task.
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