
Example 6
Assessment task: Solo theatre piece

Chosen theorist: Antonin Artaud

Chosen aspect of theory: Actor–audience relationship

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 7 6 6 19

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Researching theatre 
theory

Ai: (3 marks) Theatre of cruelty is somewhat described, with a focus on Artaud’s 
intentions and relevant reference to research evidence. The treatment of the theory 
itself is rather superficial, as the student provides some description of what the staging 
would be like, but does not delve into it in any depth. The strength of this section is in 
Artaud’s intentions rather than in theatre of cruelty itself. The work is relevant and focused, 
but does not reach the level of thorough.

Aii: (4 marks) The aspect of actor–audience relationship is explained, and the student 
provides reasons and causes that are tied to the overarching intentions of the theorist. There 
is effective use of sources to support the research.

B Reflecting on the 
performed solo theatre 
piece

Bi: (3 marks) The student finds a theme early in the process and explores this theme by 
applying some practical exercises. While this is not a requirement, in this case it has helped 
the student to make some decisions on the staging of the piece. Nevertheless, the student 
only gives a description of this process, with little reference to reasons and causes.

Bii: (3 marks) The student appraises the piece, describing the extent to which intentions 
were met with relevant references to feedback. The student does not mention any limitations, 
which are necessary to reach the level of evaluate as required for the highest markband.

C Theatre theory in 
performance

Ci: (3 marks) The selected aspect of actor–audience relationship is used competently. It 
is clearly visible in the piece and it has been applied accurately.

Cii: (3 marks) There is some competent use of performance and production elements to 
fulfill the intention of uncovering unconscious anxieties in the audience through shock—
mainly use of props, space, movement and voice.
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Criterion Comments

General comments The strengths of this solo theatre piece assessment task are the thorough explanation 
of the selected aspect and the clear intentions presented by the student. There is a 
good approach to the practical exploration of the aspect, and although this is not a specific 
requirement of the task, it could be considered as a tool to provide evidence of how the 
piece was developed and decisions made for its staging. The piece itself is also a strength, 
as the student makes the most of the available space and audience, focusing on fulfilling 
intentions through the use of the selected aspect, the performance elements explored and 
the production elements at hand.
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