
Example 9
Assessment task: Solo theatre piece

Chosen theorist: Pina Bausch

Chosen aspect of theory: Repetition, sets, use of objects, costume design, speech and interaction with the audience

Assessment
Criterion A B C Total

Marks awarded 5 3 6 14

Marks available 8 8 8 24

Comments
Criterion Comments

A Researching theatre 
theory

Ai: (2 marks) The student outlines some of the methods used by Bausch to create and 
rehearse her work (for example, “the importance of devising - the process of creating 
itself”) and only lists those themes that are present in Bausch’s work. Nevertheless, the 
student does not research the theory (or dance theatre) in any depth. The overarching 
intentions of the theorist are not at all clear.

Aii: (3 marks) Some of the aspects selected (repetition, sets, use of objects, costume 
design, speech and interaction with the audience) are described (rather than explained) 
and are generally supported by evidence from research.

B Reflecting on the 
performed solo theatre 
piece

Bi: (1 mark) The work reads more as a listed narration of the choices made for the final 
piece rather than fulfilling the requirement of this criterion, which is to explain the extent 
to which the chosen theory informed the development of the piece. This would necessarily 
include some information on the process of creation and the choices made during its 
development, and how the theory influenced those choices when creating. One of the main 
problems in this work is that the overarching intentions of the theorist are not really clear.

Bii: (2 marks) The student unevenly considers the effectiveness of the piece and makes some 
references to audience feedback that are not always relevant. There is only an outline of 
the extent to which intentions were met, basically because the stated theatre-maker 
intentions are not always consistent.

C Theatre theory in 
performance

Ci: (3 marks) There is competent application of the selected aspects in the piece. While 
repetition is clearly demonstrated (and perhaps the most evident aspect shown) as well 
as the use of “natural elements” in creating sets, the interaction with objects that “create 
obstacles” is less evident. There is moderate evidence of speech used for interaction with the 
audience. The use of costumes does not clearly follow the selected aspect of theory.

Cii: (3 marks) There is competent use of performance and production elements—
physicality is relevant and fulfills intentions, as does the use of space and sound. The use of 
light and its delimitation of the stage space is unclear throughout the performance.
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Criterion Comments

General comments While this work is a good example of a strong piece in terms of performance, the research of 
the theory is weak, and the overarching intentions of the theorist do not come across clearly. 
There is a misunderstanding of what process means, and the student ends up instead 
providing a kind of rationale for the choices made in the final piece.
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